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ABSTRACT : 

A change definition language (CDL) serves as an extension of (and in the general format 
of) the structured query language knovm as SQL. The change definition language allows all 
important alterations to be described, as changes to an existing definition, for example, 
and may be used by all phases of the development cycle. The CDL statements do not make the 
changes directly in the catalog, but instead work through SQL and another intermediate 
mechanism such as DB2 ALTER tailored to make changes using SQL. The changes expressed in 
CDL may be migrated to downstream phases and fed back to earlier phases by use of a batch 
of change statements expressed in CDL. 
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